EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Dear Friends,

“What's the usual tip?” A man growled when Tommy, a
college student, delivered the pizza.

“Well, sir,” Tommy replied, “this is my very first deliv-
ery, but the other guys who deliver said that if | got a quarter
out of you I'd be doing great.”

“Isthat so?’ grunted the old codger. “In that case, here's
twenty dollars.”

“Thanks, mister,” Tommy said. “I'll put thisin my col-
lege fund.”

As he turned around to leave, the old man said, “ Say, son,
what are you studying?”’

Tommy replied, “ Applied psychology.”

There are many different approaches one can take to get
what he or she needs. Intimidation and subtle manipulation
are used quite alot. It seems that society may even prize the
one who can devise schemes to achieve his or her desires. |
wonder what would happen, though, if, instead of using a
less than noble technique, we simply relied upon speaking
the truth to achieve our objective.

| have observed that people will usually resort to intimida-
tion and forms of manipulation because they are afraid that
truth will not get them what they want or need, or they are
simply fearful of facing the truth. Take, for example, one of
the parties in a marriage who feels that he or sheisn’t receiv-
ing enough affection from the other. In lieu of taking the
time to discuss the matter, it is not uncommon for the hurting
party to practice a bit of passive-aggressive behavior, com-
monly called the silent treatment. The person hopes that the
offending partner will pick up on the signal and come to a
realization of what's happening. This method of manipula-
tion may well end up producing the opposite effect. After
spending time and energy playing the game of second-
guessing, the alleged negligent partner may resort to manipu-
lation himself or herself or smply give up atogether. The
fear either of sitting down to discuss the matter or of discov-
ering what the reason for the lack of affection isin the first
place, can paralyze and damage the relationship.

The foundation to any healthy relationship has got to be
the truth, despite the fact that speaking it may hurt. But hurt-
ing now may keep us from harm later. Isn't that what the
gospel of Jesus says over and over again? To succumb to
techniques that keep the truth hidden will serve only to keep
us unhappy. Oh, we may experience a period in which we
get what we desire when we manipulate or intimidate, but
our soul will not be satisfied.

Love,

Fr. Dave

Schedule of Liturgies

January 3 - January 11, 2003
SATURDAY, January 3, Vigil: Epiphany of the Lord

4:30 PM Dec’d of the William Kowpak & Anthony
Falter Families; James Jacob
6:30 PM Regina Bogner

SUNDAY, January 4, Epiphany of the Lord

8:00 AM St. Mary Parish Family
10:00 AM Michaelina Paulus; Evelyn Ward;
Francis Theis; Franklyn Ambrose
11:30 AM Joe Lonsway

MONDAY, January 5, John Neumann, bishop

7:00 AM Massat St. Francis Convent

8:30 AM Hubert & Dorothy Elchert; Maurice Lupica
TUESDAY, January 6, Weekday

6:30 AM Communion Service
8:30 AM Paul Elchert, Sr.
4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent

WEDNESDAY, January 7, Weekday
7:00 AM Massat St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM Dec’'d of Raymond & Harriet Reinhart
Family; Eugene Elchert
THURSDAY, January 8, Weekday

6:30 AM Communion Service
8:30 AM Neenan-Wolter Family
4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent

FRIDAY, January 9, Weekday
7:00 AM Mass at St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM John & Catherine Gaietto
SATURDAY, January 10, Vigil: Baptism of the Lord

4:30 PM Bernard J. Borer; Michaglina Paulus;
Donoto Monaco
6:30 PM Evelyn Ward

SUNDAY, January 11, Baptism of the Lord

8:00 AM George & MarcellaPahl; Ellen Kapelka
10:00 AM St. Mary Parish Family
11:30 AM Ed & Pauline Boehler Family

HYMNAL DONATION ENVELOPES will continue to be
available in the pews, vestibule and sacristy of the church.
They will also be available in the parish and school offices.
Please consider purchasing a new hymnal in commemoration
of your loved one, living or deceased.

SIGN LANGUAGE MASSES FOR THE HEARING
IMPAIRED: St Mary is offering sign language Masses on
the 3rd Saturday of each month at the 4:30 p.m. Mass. Beth
Swecker is the sign interpreter. For any information, please
contact the parish office 419-447-2087.

CHILDREN’'S LITURGY OF THE WORD, 10 am. Mass
on the first, second and fourth Sunday of December.

ROSARY FOR WORLD PEACE: Saturday, 9 am.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: St. Mary, midnight Mon-
day through midnight Tuesday; St. Joseph, midnight Tuesday
through midnight Wednesday.

TIFFIN PRAYER GROUP: Meetsevery Thursday at 7:45
p.m., in private homes. Call Walter Beat at 419-447-1174 for
any prayer requests or for the location of the gathering.
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BINGO WORKERS for today, January 4: Coordinator,
Mike Lucius, Gate, Mike Lucius, Mary Huffman; Instants,
LeRoy Coleman, Carolyn Price; Eloor, Berta Alvarado Po-
land, Fred Rubeck, Dave Huss, Beth Mullen; Concession,
Theresa Keefe

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS: St. Mary School g3/
and school offices will reopen Mon., Jan. 5. =4

CAN YOU HELP? The parishisin need of ahall tree for the
parish office. If you have one you would like to donate (or
want to purchase), please call the parish office.

BENEFIT TO HELP LEONARD RISNER: Thefamily of
Mr. Risner will be holding a benefit to raise money for his
liver transplant, Sat., Feb. 28, 7:30 - 11 p.m., Tiffin Knights
of Columbus, appetizers, door prizes and a band for entertain-
ment. Donations will be accepted. If you have any questions,
contact Mysteque (Risner) Thompson at 614-834-2939.

CATHOLIC IDENTITY will be offered on Saturdays start-
ing on January 17, 2004, at St. Michael’s Parish in Findlay.
Catholic Identity is a basic overview of the Catholic faith in-
corporating prayer and reflection for lay people who are inter-
ested in deepening their faith. For more information, contact
the Diocese of Toledo at 419-244-6711, ext. 515 or check the
web under Adult Formation at www.tol edodiocese-spl.org.

BABY GRAND PIANO: We are in need of
donations for the refurbishing of the baby grand ]
piano that the parish acquired. If youcanhelpus %
out, please contact Tom Fretz, 447-2087, ext. 30.

BLOODMOBILE: Donate blood in honor of our Military

Men & Women on Sat., Jan. 10th from 9 am. - 2 p.m,, the
American Red Cross building on Miami Street in
Tiffin. A light lunch will be served and Military per-
sonnel will also be present. This bloodmobile is being
sponsored by Headth Ministries of North Central
Ohio, Volunteers of America's Autumnwood Care
Center and St. Paul’s UMC Parish Nurse Ministry.
To schedule an appointment, please call 1-800-

GIVE-LIFE. Wak-ins are welcome!

“52" Club Winners
1) Teresa Kramer
2) Bill Valentine 4) Faber Contracting
3) Maggie Bremyer 5) Terry Zeidler

Sacrificial Giving— December 28, 2003

Description Amt. Env.
Amt. Needed Each Sunday $ 13,000.00

Sunday Offering $ 10,260.30 396
(Includes loose money/checks$698.80)

Difference - $ 2,739.70

Christmas $ 9,944.00 77
I mmaculate Conception $ 35.00 2
New Year's Day $ 51.00 8
Repairs & Maintenance $ 40.00 2
Deposit $20,330.30

Religious Retirement Fund $ 10.00 1
High School Offering $ 22.75 18
Children’s Offering $ 10321 59
Tuition Assistance $ 16.00 2
Total Sunday $ 20,482.26

CHRISTMASTO DATE: $43,739.93

FLOWER MEMORIALS that came in after the flower do-
nors were printed included those from M/M Richard M.
Gabel, Sr., in memory of Beloved deceased parents and
Gabel-Jackson Families; from Mrs. Maryellen Boner, in
memory of Clarence C. Boner & Loved Ones; from Mr. How-
ard Tiel, in memory of Dorothy Tiell; from Mrs. John
Zablocki, in memory of John & Mike Zablocki; from Richard
& Anne Steinmetz, in memory of M/M Geo. Steinmetz -
Kathy Grant; from Mrs. Patricia Winkler, in memory of Al-
bert & Marguerite Sauber; from M/M Fred Swartz, in mem-
ory of Our Parents, Dan & Theresa Reino, in memory of Paul
Elchert, Sr.; from Mary Paradiso, in memory of Deceased of
Salvatore & Marie J. Paradiso Family, from M/M Robert Dis-
tel; from Donald & Barbara Roberts; from Dr. & Mrs. An-
drew Gase, from M/M Raobert Distel; from M/M Pasquale
Patuto.

SCAT DRIVERSfor Jan. 11 are Ken & Ann Jones.

Catering

Thank You to our Sponsor of the Week

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL SCHOOL RAFFLE ticket saleis
now underway. Tickets are $10 each and only 300 tickets
will be sold. The winner receives free tuition for 2004/05 at
your choice of St. Mary, St. Joseph or Calvert. The free tui-
tion must be used for the 2004/05 year. The drawing will be
held April 17. You can purchase your ticket(s) at any of the
three schools or St. Joseph Guardian House.

GRATITUDE TO THE GIVERS OF ALL “GIFTS”
Once again we stand at the miracle of the birth of our Savior
and once again we are amazed at the willingness of all who
volunteer their efforts serving in the parish ministries, talents
shared, works performed, monetary contributions given to the
poor and to our parish, and to those who sent gifts and prayed
for us. We would like to thank each one individually, but the
list would be too long. As a family of God and with joyous
hearts, we want al of you to know of our appreciation.
Christmas Day is past, but God's blessings remain. Thanks!

ST. MARY SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB

Sunday Night
...in the Recreation Room of St. Mary School
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early birds at 6:30 p.m.
Two Specials Two Jackpots
Handicapped Accessible* Snacks Available
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Barb Borer Phil Horn Pat Depinet Carole Zimmerman | Ruthann Stultz

Liz Rochester Sr. Janet Leroy Coleman | Cindy Bogner Brian Saxton

*Marguerite Bernard | *Phillip Horn *Pat Depinet *Carole Zimmerman | *Ruthann Stultz

*Barb Borer Allen Reinhart Anne Anway Mickey Dininger Joe Hartzell

Kate Durso Raobert Bland Jack Houck Louise Ducsay Laura Kommick

Mike Durso Rose Gaietto Margaret Hoyda | Deb Gerschutz Beth Mullen

Joyce Hart Len lllig Cindy Kin Cheryl Huss Patrick Mullen

Ann Jones Sheila Jeffery Jim Peer Pam Kelbley Anneliese Rochester

Mary Kerschner Sue Krauss Alvin Ringlein Bev Martin Connie Saxton

Bernie Steinmetz Theresa Martorana | Carol Ringlein Paula Perna Mary Shultz

Birdie Zimmerman | Ashley Reinhart Don Schalk Bernie Steinmetz Howard Stultz
Dean Smith Harold Shultz Mark Zimmerman Jeanne Tackett
Suzy Smith Amy Traxler

*Jim Zimmerman *Delbert Schank *Daryl Moyer *Tony Steyer *Bob Wagner

E— Paul DeRose Jon Fuller Jerry Snyder Don Corthell Gary Smith
Tim Harper Mariann Aiello Bob Schilling Tony Distel Lynda Smith
Tom Gerschutz

Brandon Gaietto AnnaWilliams Michelle Sikora | Meghan Dodson David Weber

Joe Brickner Nick Williams Amy Nitecki Elizabeth Buchman | Matthew Zahner

Brian Windau Sebastian Williams | Sara Kimmet Melissa Kelbley Corey DeBarbrie

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER? People volun-
teer for a wide variety of reasons, especially wanting to help
others. Some want to help their parish be able to better serve
the needs of the parish family and some want to smply serve
our God. Today you may be the person with the ability to
help, but tomorrow you may be the recipient of someone
else’s volunteer effort. Our church, having re-
cently been refurbished, needs your help in keep-
ing it clean and a God like place to worship. Vol-
unteers are needed to assist in the regular cleaning
of the building. Think about how much you and
the parish family receive when you give of your
time. We challenge you to our shared tradition of volunteer-
ing and commit to volunteering as a unifying force to build a
strong parish community. Please call the parish office and
ask for Mickey if you can give afew hours every few months.

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, FINDLAY, will be
offering an education series for the ongoing formation of
adults. Sessions will be on the first Monday of each month,
Oct. through June. The sessions will be in the Activity Center
from 7 - 9 p.m. Participants may attend one, severa or all
sessions. There is no fee for attending; however, we ask that
participants call the parish office by the Friday before a ses-
sionis scheduled to register at 419-422-2646.
The following are the schedul e of sessions:
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Jan. 5 *“Introduction to Scripture” 2§

Feb.2 “Introduction to Liturgy” EH.[HHH][
Mar.1 “Introto Prayer & Spirituality” <THE-
Apr.5 “Triduum’ IJJ [I H I]
May 3 “Introduction to Church” oUW
June7 “What doesit mean to be Saved”

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MASS. Anyone wanting to
have an announcement read at Mass must submit

the request in writing to the parish office or email é A
Tom Fretz at tfretz@popmailbox.com by Thurs- ags®
day at noon preceding the specified weekend. )

TIFFIN K OF C BINGO: Every Thurs. at K of C Hall, 49
E. Perry St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early birds at 6:30 p.m.
Proceeds to benefit the Ritz Theatre.

SOARING SOLO: The Solo Group is an area fellowship
group for adult singles of all ages and faiths. Divorced, wid-
owed, always single or persons ending a
relationship are welcome. Programs and
discussions usually last about an hour with a
social time and refreshments afterwards.
Dress is casual and meetings are informal.
The group meets every Saturday night at 8
p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 96 S. Monroe S, Tiffin.

NEW LIFE JOURNEY... DIVORCE & SEPARATED
SEMINAR/SUPPORT GROUP: Sundays, Jan. 11 - April
11, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., St. Wendelin Parish Life Center, upper
room, 323 North Wood St., Fostoria, cost $20. Thisis a 12-
week seminar sponsored by Fostoria St. Wendelin, Findlay St.
Michael and North Baltimore Holy Family Parishes featuring
DivorceCare's videotape series with topics on facing anger,
facing depression, facing loneliness, financial survival, new
relationships, caring for kids, forgiveness and moving on, as
well as growing closer to God. Small support groups are fa-
cilitated by persons who have experienced divorce and sepa-
ration and understand the pain you are going through. For
any questions, contact Kathy Holman at 419-435-6692.



