
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

        Schedule of Liturgies  
         March 13 - March 20, 2004 

SATURDAY, March 13, Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent 
      4:30 PM  Michaelina Paulus;  George Steinmetz; 
  Twila Falter; Margaret Fleck; James Schostek 
      6:30 PM       Ed & Pauline Boehler 
SUNDAY, March 14, Third Sunday of Lent 
     8:00 AM     George & Marcella Pahl; Donald Reinhart; 
  Joseph Weimerskirch; Martha Fleck; 
  Joseph T. Simmons, Jr. 
   10:00 AM        Evelyn Ward, Frank & Mary SanGregory 
  Family; Lois Overmier; John P. Kesler; 
  Mary Rose Deibert; Michael Gaietto    
   11:30 AM  St. Mary Parish Family 
MONDAY, March 15, Lenten Weekday 
     7:00 AM Mass at St. Francis Convent 
     8:30 AM Hubert & Dorothy Elchert;  
  Living & Dec’d Paul Thome Family 
TUESDAY, March 16, Lenten Weekday 
     6:30 AM           Communion Service  
     8:30 AM           Joe Weisenberger; Peter & Teresa Gaietto 
     4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent 
WEDNESDAY, March 17, Lenten Weekday 
     7:00 AM Mass at St. Francis Convent 
      8:30 AM Richard Vassalle; Shawn Weber; 
  Aloysius & Alma Niese 
      7:00 PM Stations of the Cross - CCD & Parish 
THURSDAY, March 18,  Lenten Weekday   
     6:30 AM           Communion Service  
     8:30 AM M/M John Paulus 
     4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent  
FRIDAY, March 19, Joseph, husband of Mary 
     7:00 AM Mass at St. Francis Convent 
     8:30 AM           Betty Baltes 
      1:45 PM Stations of the Cross-Students & Parish 
      7:00 PM Stations of the Cross 
SATURDAY, March 20, Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent 
     4:30 PM          Donald Gibson      
     6:30 PM            Loretta Brown 
SUNDAY, March 21, Third Sunday in Lent 
     8:00 AM  John Weatherholt; Joseph T. Simmons, Jr; 
   Paul Lang; Ruth  Schreiner; Ellen Kapelka; 
   Lewis & Virginia Thom 
   10:00 AM   Francis & Anita Theis; Franklyn Ambrose; 
   Gerald Peiffer 
   11:30 AM  St. Mary Parish Family 

Dear Friends, 
      A man with a nagging secret couldn’t keep it any longer.  In 
the confessional, he admitted for years he had been stealing 
building supplies from the lumberyard where he worked.  “What 
did you take?” his parish priest inquired.  “Enough to build my 
own home and enough for my son’s house.  And houses for our 
two daughters. And our cottage at the lake.” 
   “This is very serious,” the priest said.  “I’ll have to think of a 
far-reaching penance.  Have you ever done a retreat?” 
   “No, Father, I haven’t,” the man replied.  “But if you can get 
the plans, I can get the lumber.” 
   Since Lent began, I’ve noticed that the number of those com-
ing to the Sacrament of Reconciliation has increased steadily.  
One phrase which I hear often is, “Father, I don’t know what to 
do; it seems like I’m confessing the same sin time after time.”  
One of the lines in the Act of Contrition which I learned as a 
child is: I firmly resolve with the help of Thy grace to sin no 
more and to avoid the near occasion of sin.  Often times I would 
recite this prayer in confession and never really stop to think 
what I was saying.   Firmly resolve. Is that possible?  To sin no 
more. Never again? And to avoid the near occasion of sin. 
   I’m sure that almost everyone who enters into the Sacrament 
of Penance really has a desire not to sin again.  But all of us 
recognize that because we’re human it’s going to happen even 
though God’s grace is available to us.  One of the things we 
often forget, though, is that taking the first step in avoiding sin is 
to avoid those circumstances which might lead us to it. 
   I enjoy ice cream; very, very, very, very much!  Before I go to 
bed at night, I usually wander through the house making sure all 
the doors are locked and the windows are closed.   Invariably, I 
walk past the refrigerator.  That’s my first mistake.  “I wonder,” 
I ask myself, “is the freezer door really shut?  I better take a 
look.  Lo and behold it was shut tightly, but look - there’s some 
ice cream!  David, you better not.  You’ll get fat. Aw, come on, 
what difference will just one more dish make!” 
   Night after night it’s the same routine.  When I step on the 
scale each morning, I resolve never, ever again will I eat ice 
cream at night.  But, sure enough, that evening… back to the 
door to make sure it’s shut tightly.  There are three solutions to 
the problem: 1) Padlock the freezer door; 2) Don’t buy ice 
cream (and have Fr. Tim angry with me); 3) Stay away from the 
refrigerator.  I have discovered that the third one does the trick.  
When it comes to sin, it’s very easy for us to rationalize that 
circumstances which have led us into the sin in the past will not 
do so again.  We humans can so easily trick ourselves.  It’s 
amazing!  We think that our wills are so powerful, but in retro-
spect wonder how we ever gave in. When we have given in, our 
usual line of defense is to immediately say that this will be the 
last time.  But then we inch our way into the same circum-
stances. 
   Perhaps it’s time for us to seriously look at the near occasion 
which usually gives us that final push.  Near occasions like run-
ning with the wrong crowd that doesn’t care what happens to 
you, reading pornographic materials, bringing the alcoholic bev-
erage home in the first place, or thinking little white lies don’t 
hurt anyone, and the like.  You know what they are. 
   I have found that when we fail to be attentive to the near occa-
sions of sin, before long we want to avoid the guilt of the sin 
itself, and thus deny that it is one in the first place. 
      Love,  
 
 
     Fr. Dave 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  St. Mary, midnight Monday 
through midnight Tuesday; St. Joseph, midnight Tuesday through 
midnight Wednesday. 
 
TIFFIN PRAYER GROUP:  Meets every Thursday at 7:45 PM, in 
private homes.  Call Walter Beat at 419-447-1174 for any prayer 
requests or for the location of the gathering. 

ROSARY FOR WORLD PEACE: Saturday, 9 AM. 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS to the family and 
friends of Francis L. Ruffing (88), Genevieve M. Smith (92) and     
Sr. Jane Schmenk, OSF (86).  We pray the bereaved may find com-
fort as the soul of their loved one enters into eternal life. 

PLEASE do not genuflect before receiving the Precious Body 
and Precious Blood.  The liturgically correct way is a simple 
bow of the head and a response of “ Amen.”  
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Sacrificial Giving — March 7, 2004 
Description         Amt.                 Env. 
Amt. Needed Each Sunday    $   13,000.00 
Sunday  Offering     $   12,463.90  502 
(Includes loose money & checks $716.91) 
Difference     -  $        537.00 
Repair & Maintenance             288.00     24 
Deposit      $   12,751.90 
Bishop’s Overseas Aid   $          35.00      2 
Home Missions    $            5.00       1 
Tuition Assistance     $        134.00      5 
High School Offering     $          16.50    17 
Children’s Offering    $          47.36    63 
Total Sunday    $   12,989.76  

ST. MARY SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB  
Sunday Night   ������������������������ 

...in the Recreation Room of St. Mary School  
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.   Early birds at 6:30 p.m. 
Two Specials    Two Jackpots  

Handicapped Accessible * Snacks Available  

BINGO WORKERS for today, March 14: Coordinator, Mike 
Lucius; Gate, Mike Lucius, Mary Huffman Instants,  Leroy Cole-
man, Carolyn Price; Floor, Berta Alvarado Poland, Fred Rubeck, 
Dave Huss, Beth Mullen; Concessions, Theresa Keefe 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, FINDLAY, 
will be offering an education series for the ongoing for-
mation of adults. Next session will be Apr. 5,  7-9 PM, 
Activity Center, “Triduum;” 419-422-2646. 

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION for the 
general public continues to be open. Please call 419-447-5202 or 
stop in the school office to register.   

“52” Club Winners  
  1.  Joe & Dorothy Schock 

       2.  Larry & Linda Sorg  4. David Harner 
       3.  Robert J. Bremyer     5. Amy Myers 

 
 
  

OUR LADY OF THE PINES RETREAT CENTER:  
Gift of the Harvest Years: for those in their wisdom years; 
March 16, 9:30 AM and concluding with Liturgy at 2:00 PM, 
$15.00 per person; Presenter - Rev. David Ross, “Who’s Respon-
sible for All This?”  For reservations, call the Retreat Center: 
419-332-6522. 

K of C FISH FRY:  Attica K of C Hall, Mar. 19, 5:30-7:30 PM  

ST. FRANCIS SPIRITUALITY CENTER: “The Call for 
New Wineskins,” Mar. 17, 24, 31, 10:00-11:15 AM; Facilita-
tor: Sr. Paulette Schroeder; Free will offering. 
“Festival of Irish Food,” Mar. 17, 6:00-8:30 PM, presented by 
Bill Russell, cost $15.00 - Dinner included 

FISH FRY: All you can eat, Friday, March 19, 4:00-7:00 PM; 
pork sandwiches also available; Sentinel Career Center; Sr. Citi-
zens, $6.00, Adults $7.00, under 12, $3.00 

DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA: meet at St. Francis Spirituality 
Center, 7:30 PM, Mon., Mar. 15. Bring finger food. 

5TH ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION: Hosted by the Franciscan 
Earth Literacy Center at Camden Falls Conference Center,  Mar. 
26; doors open 6:00 PM. Cash bar, Lenten menu, Italian meal, 
live entertainment, “live” items and special features  Travel pack-
ages, Indian tickets, theme baskets, golf bargains, children’s 
items, etc. For reservations, call 419-448-7485. Most major 
credit cards accepted. $15.00 per person or $25.00 per couple. 

JUNE FEST’ 2004 IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER!!!! 
JUNE 5 - 6, 2004 

Our largest fundraiser needs our hands and our time to 
make it a success.  Will you please help in some way? 
Chairpersons are needed for the Pie Room, the Dime Toss Booth,  
the Football Throw and the Black Jack table.  Ladies, do you like 
to knit/crochet? The Afghan Booth chairpersons would appreci-
ate one or more of your beautiful afghans! Items are needed for 
the Lucky Chance Booth, Gifts Galore and the Boutique Booth. 
Don’t forget the pies and cakes! Festival tickets will soon be 
arriving! Dan and Amy Traxler, 443-1266, are anxiously waiting 
to receive your  call to help with the outside sales. Please give of 
your time, talent and treasure to  make this St. Mary Parish’s best 
festival yet! Do you have a favorite booth you would like to 
work? A Chairperson’s list will be in next week’s bulletin. 

WELCOME COMMITTEE: Tuesday, March 16, 2:00 PM, 
Room 22. 

ST. MARY CEMETERY SPRING CLEAN-UP: Please re-
move grave blankets, winter flowers, etc., before April 1.   

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: 10:00 AM Mass, 
1st, 2nd and 3rd Sunday of the month. 

SCAT DRIVERS - March 21-  Dennis & Carol Scherger  

 Thank You to Our Sponsor of the Week 

ST. MARY’S BAKERY BINGO: Please see insert 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: Rediscover the one you love! 
Tell your spouse you love them with the sweetest gift of all.  
Consider giving him or her the gift of yourself, and treat your 
spouse to a Marriage Encounter weekend; the experience is for 
good marriages. The weekend takes that good marriage and 
makes it great!  The weekend is forty-four hours where married 
couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores and phones and 
focus only on each other. If you would like greater depth, 
growth, and enrichment in your relationship, you’ll like the dif-
ference a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend can make!  
The next weekend will be held at the Findlay Inn, on March 26-
28.  For reservations and information call John & Marge Greve at 
419-968-2947 

AMERICAN BISHOP’S OVERSEAS APPEAL:  Four Catho-
lic agencies, internationally  noted for their mission to uphold the 
dignity of the human person, benefits from the generosity of the 
U. S. community.  An envelope is in your packet. 

LAY MIISTRY PROGRAM information nights: Mar. 15; 7:00 
PM, St. John Parish, Defiance; Mar. 18, 7:00 PM, St. Joseph 
Parish, Plymouth; Mar. 22, 7:00 PM, St. Michael East, Findlay. 

BEGINNING SIGN LANGUAGE CLASS: each Saturday  
through  April 24, 10:00 AM - 12 noon, St. Ann’s Church,             
Fremont; to register call 800-926-8277, Ext. 515. 



TIFFIN K OF C BINGO:  Thursdays at K of C Hall, Doors 
open-5:30 PM; Early birds-6:30 PM. Proceeds to benefit the 
Ritz Theatre. 

PRE-AUTHORIZATION CONTRIBUTION FORMS: If 
you would like to contribute to the church by means of a debit 
to your checking or savings accounts, we have forms avail-
able in the Business Office to authorize a certain amount to be 
deposited into the Depository of St. Mary Church each week 
or each month.  This authority would remain in full force and 
effect until the church has received written notification from 
you of its change or termination.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call Terri Frankart at 419-447-2087. 

MARCH - MENTAL RETARDATION AND DEVELOP-
MENTAL DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH: The 
Seneca County Opportunity Center serves over 400 individu-
als with disabilities from birth to senior citizen and is gov-
erned by the Seneca County Board of Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities.  It serves infants and toddlers in 
Help Me Grow Early Intervention and students in the School 
of Opportunity. The agency has work sites serving adults with 
disabilities, located in both Tiffin and Fostoria, called Seneca 
Re-Ad Industries.  They coordinate residential support for 
over 158 persons with disabilities living in our community.  
The Agency will host their Annual Palm Sunday Dinner on 
April 4, 11:00 AM-2:00 PM. Everyone is welcome! Adult 
tickets are $7.00 & children tickets are $4.00. 
For more information regarding services the Opportunity 
Center provides or the Palm Sunday Dinner,  call 447-7521. 

VISA CREDIT CARD APPLICATIONS from St. Joseph 
Federal Credit Union are available in the St. Mary School and 
parish offices.  All members of St. Mary Parish are eligible to 
apply for this card.  Please ask for a card with St. Mary 
School pictured on it, so our school will receive a percentage 
of all purchases made. If your present VISA card has St. Jo-
seph School pictured on it, you may request one for St. Mary 
School.  Please pick up an application form today and support 
our Catholic Schools. 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE! Are you interested in 
learning more about your faith, in reflecting on your 
life and what your faith is calling you to be and do, 
in forming yourself to the image of Christ? 
The Lay Ministry Program may be for you. The 
program offers a variety of options for individuals: 
• Those who just want to learn and grow 
• Those who want to be certified in a specific ministry 
• Those who desire a full time job in ministry 
Information nights are being offered throughout the diocese: 
Mon., Mar.15 - 7:00 PM - St. John Parish, Defiance 
Thurs., Mar. 18 - 7:00 PM - St. Joseph Parish, Plymouth 
Mon., Mar. 22 - 7:00 PM - St. Michael Parish, Findlay - East 
Thurs., Mar. 25 - 7:00 PM - Catholic Center, Toledo 
Thurs., Apr. 1 - 7:00 PM - Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Sandusky 
If you cannot attend one of these nights, feel free to contact 
the Office of Lay Ministry at 419-244-6711, ext. 510 or email 
poedymurray@toledodiocese.org. 

BEGINNING SIGN LANGUAGE CLASS: Learn to speak 
with your hands; Saturdays,  Mar. 6-April 24, 
10:00 AM-12 noon, St. Ann’s Church, 1021 W 
State St., Fremont; to register call                
Tina Hornyak, 800-926-8277, Ext. 515;        
Fee is $30.00.    

2003 CONTRIBUTIONS will be mailed per the parish-
ioner’s request.  Please call the parish office, 447-2087 

LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN at the 
10:00 AM Mass on the first, second and third 
Sunday of the month in our Liturgy of the 
Word room in the basement of the church.  
This is a great opportunity for the children to 
hear God’s  Word in their own simple lan-
guage from qualified teachers.  Children are 
very special to Jesus, and He wants them to 

know Him as a kind and loving Friend.  Allow your children 
to experience this relationship. 

COULD YOU answer the call to facilitate the handicapped 
and aged of our parish?  Drivers are needed for the S.C.A.T. 
van to bring them to Church for the 10:00 AM Sunday Mass.  
Training provided.  Please call the parish office and ask for 
Mickey, 447-2087. 
ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH FRY:  Clyde, St. Mary’s, 615 
Vine St., 4:30-7:00 PM, Mar. 12 and 26; carry outs available, 
Adults, $7.50 and children 10 and under, $3.00. 

NAMI FAMILY-TO-FAMILY: The National Alliance for 
the Mentally Ill of Sandusky, Seneca and Wyandot Counties 
will present a free comprehensive 12-week course designed 
specifically for families of persons with major depression, 
bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, schizoaffective disorder, 
panic disorder and obsessive compulsive disorder. Class time: 
Tues., Mar.9 at the NAMI office in Fremont, 6:30-8:30 PM. 
For information call Joanne Kosta at 419-334-8021 or Lois 
Waggoner at 419-332-2743. 

DIOCESE OF TOLEDO MASS FOR SHUT-INS:  The 
diocese’s televised liturgy, Sunday Catholic Mass, 
will be broadcast on WTOL-TV 11, Toledo, from 
8:30 - 9:00 AM every Sunday morning. 
ST. MARY CHURCH MASS FOR SHUT-INS: 
televised each Sunday on cable channel 21 at 
11:30 AM pending no recording problems.  

ST. FRANCIS SPIRITUALITY CENTER - 443-1485 
“The Call for New Wine Skins” - Lenten Scripture Series, 
March 10, 17, 24 and 31, 10:00-11:15 AM, free will offer-
ing; Facilitator: Sr. Paulette Schroeder. Encourage a reflec-
tive spirit this Lent: study the Sunday Readings, reflect, inte-
grate the lessons. Pray, support friends of like mind. 
“Festival of Irish Food” -  6:00-8:30 PM, cost $15.00 - din-
ner included; Bill Russell, who has a contagious love for 
Ireland, will present stories of Ireland that will transport the 
listener in spirit and heart to his native land.   
“Family Lenten Night” - a mini retreat for families 5:30-
8:00 PM; cost $4.00/person - $15.00 max per family; facili-
tator: Sr. Paulette Schroeder 


