NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Dear Friends,

When you're walking in the mall or into the church for the
weekend liturgy or in the supermarket and someone you
know approaches you and says, “How are you?' How do
you usually respond? If you're like most folks I'll bet with-
out thinking you say, “Finel” and then go on to some topic of
mutual interest. While a lot of folks do indeed feel fine, |
have observed that it's rare for those who don't, tell me how
they really are. Those folks do not intentionally try to hide
their circumstances. While some have learned not to bother
others with their situation if it isn't a pleasant one, by far the
vast majority say “fineg” simply because they have developed
a patterned response to the question over the years. And
these responses carry us through so many situations.

Sam “Killer” Kaplan, a hit man for a notorious New Y ork
gang, Murder, Inc., which operated in the Brownsville sec-
tion of Brooklyn in the 1930's, was caught in a heavy cross-
fire during a gang war. Wounded severely, he managed to
crawl three blocks to his mother's home. Struggling to climb
the stairs and bleeding profusely, he used his remaining
strength to bang on her door. “Mama’, he gasped, “Mama,
it'sme, Sammy. |'mhurt bad.” “Sit down and eat, “ said his
mother. “Later we'll talk.” Why do we use patterned re-
sponses? What is their effect? In a world where so many
seek some security, | suspect that patterned responses seem,
even to a dight degree, to satisfy that need. They don't re-
quire much thought on our part, but somehow they break the
ice or settle the issue at hand. The difficulty, though, is that
the security isreally afalse one.

When | walked out of the house as a child, my mom
would inevitably say, “Be careful!” In fact, she till does! |
never gave it much thought, but in retrospect | know it made
her feel better and secure. How many kids do you think actu-
aly stop and remember their mother's “be careful” when
they' re faced with the tantalization of being mischievous?

It occurs to me that abusive language can also be a pat-
terned response. When some feel threatened by a particular
person, they may have learned shouting an abusive word or
phrase might intimidate the other who will succumb to their
wishes, leave them alone, and, in effect, give them a sense of
security; but it's false.

It occurs to me that the security which patterned responses
can offer is false because it is not lasting. As a matter of fact
these responses can be barriers to real communication be-
tween folks, communication which, while perhaps painful,
can bring a sense of peace and personal safety which is
wholesome.

Are patterned responses part of our relationship with God?
When we meet the Lord in prayer, is our conversation an
honest dialogue or is it the hasty prayer to appease the Al-
mighty and help us feel that we've done our duty? The secu-
rity which comes from the latter isn't redl, isit?

Love,

Fr. Dave

Scheduleof Liturgies

August 9—August 17, 2003
SATURDAY, August 9, Vigil: 19th Ordinary Sunday

4:30 PM Wilfred Schalk; Michaelina Paulus;
Michael Picciuto
6:30 PM St. Mary Parish Family

SUNDAY, August 10, Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM Evelyn Ward; Peter & Teresa Gaietto;
George & Marcella Pahl; Ellen Kapelka
10:00 AM Dec'd members of the Longo & Elchert
Families; David R. Boehler
11:30 AM Harold Shaver

Intentions for Mary Shaver’s 90th Birthday
MONDAY, August 11, Clare, virgin
8:30 AM Massat St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM Hubert & Dorothy Elchert
TUESDAY, August 12, Weekday

6:30 AM Communion Service
8:30 AM Special Intention
4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent

WEDNESDAY, August 13, Weekday
7:30 AM Massat St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM Lewis & Virginia Thom; Dick Theis
THURSDAY, August 14, Vigil of Assumption

6:30 AM Communion Service
8:30 AM Barb Somers
4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent

FRIDAY, August 15,Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

7:30 AM Massat St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM Angela Stefanelli; Bernard J. Borer;
Gene & Cornelia Dariano
12:10 PM Italian Families
7:00 PM Dec’d members of the Samuel & Agnes

Lauterbur Family; John Wilhelm;
John & Joyce Kesler
SATURDAY, August 16, Vigil: 20th Ordinary Sunday

4:30 PM James Jacob; George E. Hoffman, Jr.;
Robert T. Lauterbur “ Shorty”;
Dan, Bambina & Zachary lannantuono
6:30 PM David & HildaTiell; Charles W. Reinhart

SUNDAY, August 17, Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM Genevieve Walk; Larry Baumgartner;
Philip R. Steinmetz;
10:00 AM Charles & Corrine Thoms
11:30 AM St. Mary Parish Family

SCAT DRIVERS for Aug. 17 are Carol &
Dennis Scherger .

Aug. 19, room 22.

CHILDREN'SLITURGY OF THE WORD, 10 am. Mass.
ROSARY FOR WORLD PEACE: Saturday, 9 am.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: St. Mary, midnight Mon-
day through midnight Tuesday; St. Joseph, midnight Tuesday
through midnight Wednesday.

TIFFIN PRAYER GROUP: Meetsevery Thursday at 7:45
p.m., in private homes. Call Walter Beat at 419-447-1174 for
any prayer requests or for the location of the gathering.
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BINGO WORKERS for today, August 10: Coordinator,
Jan Betz; Gate, Jan Betz, Mike Kimmet; Instants, Dan Trax-
ler, Susan Wade; Floor, Julie Brickner, Lori Weininger,
Sharon Weber, Regina Runion; Concessions, Laura Kommick

CCD REGISTRATIONS for the 2003-2004 year are in the
entrance of the church or at the parish office. Please mail to
Rose Gaietto at St. Mary or drop in the collection basket.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MASS. Anyone wanting to
have an announcement read at Mass must submit

the request in writing to the parish office or email

Tom Fretz at tfretz@popmailbox.com by Thursday

at noon preceding the specified weekend.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO WORK IN THE PARISH OF-
FICE? We are currently looking for a part-time secretary.
This job requires experience in office etiquette, computer and
organizational skills and a pleasant personality. If you are
interested in arewarding opportunity, please submit a resume
to the parish office.

ALTAR ROSARY SOCIETY LUNCHEON CARD
PARTY: 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, August 12, recreation
room of St. Mary School, prizes, games and cards.
The donation will be $5.00 at the door.

INQUIRING ABOUT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?
Come and journey with other inquirers and team members
from St. Mary & St. Joseph parishes through a process called
the RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. At these
sessions we explore together what life in Christ

means and how the Catholic Church helps in this

faith journey. Classes begin in September and

meet once a week in the evening. We invite each inquirer to
ask another faith-filled Catholic to be a sponsor or godparent.
Call 419-447-2087 and ask for Father Tim Ferris, Director
Pro Tem. Hewill contact interested individuals personally.

AMERICAN RED CROSS: The Sandusky River Chapter
of the Red Cross is looking for volunteers to serve on our
DAT (disaster action team). The DAT teams are responsible
for assisting those affected by disaster in Se-

neca County. If interested in volunteering as a

DAT team member, please contact the Fre-

mont office at 419-332-5574.

“52" Club Winners
1) Arthur Schank
2) Tim & ClaudiaWurm  4) Mary Riley
3) Robert E. Smith 5) Mary C. Phillips

Sacrificial Giving— August 3, 2003

Description Amt. Env.
Amt. Needed Each Sunday $ 10,000.00

Sunday Offering $ 11,149.00 478
(Includes loose money/checks $865.14)

Difference +$ 1,149.00

Assumption $ 82.00 10
Initial Offering $ 10.00 2
Repair & Maintenance $ 236.00 28
Deposit $ 11,477.00

Catholic Communication Camp.  $ 10.00 1
High School Offering $ 4,00 3
Tuition Assistance $ 58.00 5
Children's Offering $ 19.84 34
Total Sunday $ 11,568.84

AREA FESTIVALS:

St. Boniface, New Riegel, 1 - 11 p.m., Sun., August ifé;

10, BBQ chicken and ham dinners served till 8 p.m.,

rides, entertainment, grand prize $1,000.

St. Joseph, Monroeville, 12 - 10 p.m., Sun., August

10, BBQ chicken and ham dinners serving 12 - 7 p.m., bingo,

crafts, kids games, cake wheel, blackjack, grand prize

$12,500, 5K run and 1K funrunat 9 am.

St. Bernard Church, New Washington, Sun., Aug. 24,

chicken BBQ and ham dinners starting at 12 noon, bingo,

games and a 5K run-walk starting at 11 a.m.

St. Patrick & St. Andrew Churches, Bascom, 11 am. - 1
p.m., Sun., Aug. 24, 7th annual chicken BBQ, St. Pat-
rick Hall, 1/2 chicken $7.00, 1/4 chicken $4.00, carry
outs available.

DIVORCED/SEPARATED SUPPORT GROUP: 2New
Life Journey,® a ministry to support divorced and separated
persons, is to begin Sun., Sept. 7 from 6:30-8:30 p.m., room
22. This new ministry offers a guided 12-week divorce re-
covery education/support program that involves the use of a
video program followed by peer support in small group set-
tings. The cost is $20 and financial assistance is available.
For moreinformation call Mary Omlor at 419-447-8869.

Brian
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION: Bishop
Robert W. Donnelly invites couples who have celebrated or
are celebrating their 25th, 50th or 60th or more wedding anni-
versary in 2003 to a special Mass and reception in their honor.
This event will take place on Sunday, October 12, 2003, at
3:00 p.m., at Rosary Cathedral in Toledo. Celebrating cou-
ples will have reserved seats. If thisis your special anniver-
sary year, please come and celebrate your marriage. The
deadline for reservations is Wednesday, September 3, so
please respond today! To make your reservation, please call
Mickey at the parish office, 419-447-2087.

VFW 2858 BLOODMOBILE: 12 - 6 p.m.,
Mon., August 11, Nelson Street, walk-ins are
always welcome. Don’t miss your opportu-
nity to save a life.

ST. MARY SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB

Sunday Night BINGO
...in the Recreation Room of St. Mary School
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early birds at 6:30 p.m.
Two Specials Two Jackpots
Handicapped Accessible * Snacks Available




ST.MARY MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 16-17, 2003

4:30 PM Sat. 6:30 PM Sat.. 8:00 AM Sun. 10:00 AM Sun. 11:30 AM Sun.
COORDINATORS Barb Borer Al & SueReinhart  JimImmele Carole Zimmerman Ruthann Stultz
LECTORS Liz Rochester Bridget Falter Meg Smith Brittanie Botton Diane Smith
EUCHARISTIC  Barb Borer Allen Reinhart Jim Immele Pete Bronson Ruthann Stultz
MINISTERS Kim Lucius Lenlllig Harold Shultz Barbara Bronson Connie Saxton
Mike Durso Sheila Jeffrey Jack Houck Paul Lapczenski Brian Saxton
Kate Durso TheresaMartorana  Joanne McGinnis  Kate Lapczenski Jeanne Tackett
Ann Jones Rose Gaietto Bernie Willman Marge Fisher Beth Mullen
Ashley Reinhart Jim Peer Dave Fisher Patrick Mullen
USHERS *Tim Harper *Jon Fuller *Jerry Snyder *Dick Gabel *Gary Smith
Ken Kuhn Mariann Aiello Bob Schilling Roland Zimmerman Lynda Smith
Jim Zimmerman Duane Schank John Borer Tony Steyer Mike Hayes
Don Corthell
SERVERS Theresa Lucius Kristina Gaietto Andrew Keefe Megan Thompson AmandaKin
Amy Keller Andrea Gaietto Alec Traxler Emily Scherger LauraKin
Emily Tiell Ashley Vasalle Daniel Bower Steven Scherger Adrienne Williams

COMMUNITY HOSPICE CARE SUPPORT SERVICES:
Caregiver's Support Group will gather twice each month
offering information, mutual support, socia activities and
more to anyone in the role of a caregiver in their
home, family members' home or nursing facility.
Group meeting in August is scheduled for 1-3
7 p.m., Wed., August 20. For more information
4§/ call 419-447-4040.
- ~. “Living with Loss” is a weekly grief support
group held at Mercy Hospital, Willard, on Mon-
day evenings at 6 p.m. Contact Sr. Rita Wasserman at 419-
964-5190 .

CANTORS AND SERVERS NEEDED: If you would like
to be a cantor at a Mass on the weekend or if you would like
to be a server for weddings, please contact Tom Fretz at the
parish office, 419-447-2087.

SR. MARYANN ORIANS: Sr. Maryann isnow
residing at Heritage Manor for rehabilitation.
She would love to receive cards and visitors from
the St. Mary Parish Family. You can write at
2820 Greenacre Drive, Findlay, OH, 45840, or
visit in wing WEB, room 57.

BASILICA AND NATIONAL SHRINE, CAREY, OH:
The Offices of Music Ministries at the Basilica and National
Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation would like to invite all
interested singers in joining the choir for the Vigil Mass cele-
brating the Feast of the Assumption in the Shrine Park on
August 14, 2003. Rehearsals are on Sundays:
July 27, August 3 and 10 at 7 p.m., in the
Original Shrine Church (next to the Shrine Gift
Shop). Come and join this specia choir and
be with the thousands who will join in prayer
* at the Shrine for the Novena in Honor of Our
Lady of Consolation. Questions can be directed to Jack
Gerding, Director of Music Ministries at 419-396-7107 or
GerdingJM @aol.com., 315 Clay Street, Carey, OH.

OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION: Thecandlelight proces-
sion forms in front of the Basilicaat 9 p.m., Thurs,, Aug. 14.
Mass will be celebrated upon arrival at the Shrine Park Altar
by Bishop Robert Donnelly.

KIDS HELPING KIDS SUPPORT GROUP, children ages
5-13 with loved ones dealing with cancer, meets every Wed.,
6:30-7:30 p.m., Parkview Church, Findlay, room 210. Call
Kim Popenberg at Cancer Services @ 419-423-0286.

THE BEAUTIFUL HANDS OF A PRIEST

We need them in life' s early morning,
we need them again at it's close;

We fed their warm clasp of true
friendship, we seek them when

tasting life' s woes.

At the altar each day we behold them,
and the hands of aking on histhrone

Are not equal to them in their greatness;
their dignity stands all alone;

And when we are tempted and wander
to pathways of shame and of sin,

It'sthe hand of apriest will absolve us-
not once, but again and again;

And when we are taking life's partner,
other hands may prepare us afeast,

But the hand that will bless and unite us
isthe beautiful hand of a priest.

God bless them and keep them al holy
for the Host which their fingers caress.

When can a poor sinner do better
than to ask Him to guide thee and bless?

When the hour of death comes upon us
may our courage and strength be

increased

By seeing raised over usin blessing

the beautiful hands of a priest!




