TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Dear Friends,

A man went fishing one day. He looked over the side of
his boat and saw a snake with a frog in his mouth. Feeling
sorry for the frog, he reached down, gently took the frog from
the snake, and set the frog free. But then he felt sorry for the
snake. He looked round the boat, but he had no food. All he
had was a bottle of bourbon. So he opened the bottle and
gave the snake a few shots. The snake went off happy, and
the man was happy to have performed such good deeds.
Thinking everything was great the man proceeded to cast his
line out into the lake.

After ten minutes the fisherman heard something knock
against the side of the boat. With stunned belief, the fisher-
man looked down and saw the snake was back - with two
frogs!

When it comes to finding solutions to our problems, it has
been my observation that people can approach the situations
rather naively and without much thought as to the conse-
guences of their actions. Take parents and their children, for
example.

How often will moms and dads, when faced with an un-
ruly child, try to bribe the child with rewards to improve his
or her behavior. How often will parents whose children get
into trouble, immediately feel sorry for them and protect
them instead of first considering completely the circum-
stances which created the dilemma and perhaps challenge
their children who might have caused the trouble in the first
place. The seemingly easy solution to bring about quick
cam might serve to postpone maturity and create even
greater problems later.

When it comes to finding solutions to problems we might
face as a parish, such as the lack of shared responsibility for
our community on the part of some members, it is easy to
simply say “as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall
be;” or that we have always had inactive members and to
challenge them might cause our numbers to decrease. But,
doing nothing now could indeed prove perilous later.

Looking for solutions to the problems of life often means
that we will have to enter into tension. This is true for na-
tions which struggle with nations, within families, between
friends and neighbors, in parishes and in our personal lives.
By tension | do not mean conflict which can create destruc-
tion, but rather the pain which people bear as they search for
truth. To seek solutions to difficult problems we usually will
encounter this pain or tension. It seems to me that to think
otherwise would be naive.

The scriptures are replete with examples of people who
searched for solutions to difficulties they faced. Those who
solved their problems met reality squarely and with God’'s
grace embraced the tensions. When they denied those ten-
sions existed or tried to avoid them, either in their individual
lives or in community, they suffered greatly later.

To so many thingsin life, there are no easy solutions.

Love,

Fr. Dave

Schedule of Liturgies

September 20 - September 28, 2003
SATURDAY, September 20, Vigil: 25th Ordinary Sunday

4:30 PM Dec’d members of William Kowpak &
Anthony Falter Families; James Jacob;
Raobert, Naomi, Jeffrey Wagner

6:30 PM Twila Falter; Ralph & Mary Frances Brown

SUNDAY, September 21, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM Angela Stefanelli; Evelyn Ward,;
Joseph T. Simmons, Jr.
10:00 AM St. Mary Parish Family
11:30 AM Specia Intention H & K;

Dolores“Dodi” Bean
MONDAY, September 22, Weekday
7:00 AM Massat St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM Hubert & Dorothy Elchert; John P. Kedler
TUESDAY, September 23, Weekday

6:30 AM Communion Service
8:30 AM Regina Bogner
4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent

WEDNESDAY, September 24, Weekday
7:00 AM Mass at St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM Barb Somers

THURSDAY, September 25, Weekday

6:30 AM Communion Service
8:30 AM Wilbur Taylor
4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent

FRIDAY, September 26, Weekday

7:00 AM Mass at St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM David Ardner
5:00 PM Aaron Soloman/Kylene Foster Wedding

SATURDAY, September 27, Vigil: 26th Ordinary Sunday

1:30 PM Joe Laugherty/Pamela Y oung Wedding
4:30 PM Allen & Lucille Keller; Lawrence Fleck;
Kendra & Brian Hammer;

Michaelina Paulus
6:30 PM Liv./Dec’d of Longo Family; Liv./Dec’d

of Ledwedge Family; Rosemary Y andura
SUNDAY, September 28, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM Ruth Schreiner
10:00 AM Joseph & Sonia Gaietto; Adam Perng;
Dick Theis; Theresa Sheeley
11:30 AM St. Mary Parish Family

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Thereisstill time to sign
up for a scheduled hour. If interested, please call Fr. Ferris at
419-447-2087, ext. 25.

SCAT DRIVERS for Sept. 28 are Mike &
Jack Magers.

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD, 10 am. Mass
on the first three Sundays of the month.

ROSARY FOR WORLD PEACE: Saturday, 9 am.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: St. Mary, midnight Mon-
day through midnight Tuesday; St. Joseph, midnight Tuesday
through midnight Wednesday.

TIFFIN PRAYER GROUP: Meets every Thursday at 7:45
p.m., in private homes. Call Walter Beat at 419-447-1174 for
any prayer requests or for the location of the gathering.
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BINGO WORKERS for today, September 21: Coordina-
tor, Mike Lucius;, Gate, Mike Lucius, Mary S. Huffman; In-
gtants, LeRoy Coleman, Carolyn Price; Floor, Bertha Alva-
rado/Poland, Dave Huss, Beth Mullen; Concessions, Theresa
Keefe

ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO A MINISTRY? What
better way is there to proclaim one's faith than through a par-
ticular ministry in the church? We are reminded that through
grace at our baptism, our ears were opened and our deafness
was healed. We are now called to proclaim his faith, to the
praise and glory of God the Father.

Please consider joining the choir, becoming a cantor, an
usher, a Eucharistic minister, agreeter or any of the many
ministries the church offers. If you have any questions or are
interested in becoming involved, please contact the Parish
Office at 447-2087. Come and join the circle of Christ’slife
through ministry.

MIXED & WOMEN’S CHOIR began rehearsals last week.
The mixed choir began on Thurs., Sept. 18 at 7:30 p.m., and
the women’s choir began rehearsals on
Wed., Sept 17 at 9:30 am. If you are cur-
rently not involved with the choir but are 4
interested in joining, please come to re-
hearsal or call the parish office for more
information.

OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION CHURCH, CAREY,
invites you to attend the Transitus on Fri., Oct. 3. A solemn
remembrance of Francis of Assisi’s passing from death to
eternal life will be observed in the Original Shrine Church at
7 p.m. A reception will follow in the Shrine cafeteria.

NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL is
sponsoring a free 9 week education program designed to fos-
ter learning, healing and empowerment among families of
children with emotional/mental/neurobiological disorders.
Topics covered include: understanding your child’s diagnosis;
developing family coping skills; counseling and therapy;
medications; special educational needs; juvenile justice and
child protection agencies; local support and advocacy for your
child/grandchild. Meetings will be held on Thursdays, begin-
ning Sept. 25, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Community Hospice meeting
room, 181 E. Perry Street, Tiffin. Registrationisrequired by
caling NAMI 419-334-8021 or 1-800-582-8889.

Sacrificial Giving— September 14, 2003

Description Amt. Env.
Amt. Needed Each Sunday $ 13,000.00

Sunday Offering $ 11,130.77 454
(Includes loose money/checks $769.77)

Difference -$ 1,869.23

Assumption $ 5.00 1
Initial Offering $ 5.00 1
Repair & Maintenance $ 70.00 7
Deposit $ 11,210.77

Catholic University of America  $ 43.00 3
High School Offering $ 12.25 12
Children’ s Offering $ 31.93 40
Tuition Assistance $ 62.00 6
Total Sunday $ 11,359.95

“52" Club Winners
1) Marcia Corthell
4) Kathy T. Salem
5) Joe& Laurie Steyer

2) Nancy Rall
3) Ruth Hill

IS YOUR MARRIAGE BREAKING YOUR HEART?
On the weekend of October 3 - 5, the Retrouvaille Program
will begin working with a new group of couples that want to
rebuild their troubled marriages. Retrouvaille is a program,
which offers help to couples who live in the pain of a trou-
bled marriage. This program is for married

couples that are: anxious about their marriage v
relationship; alone or distant from their part-
ner, disillusioned or bored in their marriage.
Without the time or desire to communicate,
experiencing coldness or conflict, frustrated,
hurt or angry with their partner. If your marriage needs refo-
cusing, please call. You can learn more about the program
at 1-800-470-2330 or log on to www.retrouvaille.org.

SENIOR HEALTH & WELLNESS EXPO will be held
Tues., Sept. 23, 9 am. - 2 p.m., at Camden Falls Conference
Center. The event is sponsored by the Tiffin Area Senior
Healthcare and Housing Professionals, and will feature over
40 exhibitors and a variety of free screenings. The screenings
will include blood pressure, strength testing, oxygen satura-
tion, blood sugar, skin cancer screening, diabetic foot screen-
ing, osteoporosis screening, body fat analysis and more. Cho-
lesterol screening will be available for a nominal fee. Lift
chairs donated by B& K Medical Servicesand O.E. Meyer Co.
will be given away. In addition, more than 40 door prizes
will be given away throughout the Expo.

CHERYL A. PERRY
LICENSED
MASSAGE THERAPIST

495 WILLIAMSBURG DRIVE
TIFFIN, OH 44883
419-447-1844

Thank you to our Sponsor of the Week

OHIO PARENTSWEEK - SEPTEMBER 21-27, 2003: A
special element of Parents Week is Family Day, Mon., Sept.
22. On this specia day parents are encouraged to
enjoy sharing a meal with their children. Research
has shown that children who eat meals with mem-
bers of their family are less likely to use drugs,
alcohol and cigarettes, get into fights and have
thoughts of suicide; they are also more likely to do
better in school! Eating together more often is a terrific way
to strengthen your family. CELEBRATE PARENTS WEEK!!

ST. MARY SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB

Sunday Night
...in the Recreation Room of St. Mary School
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early birds at 6:30 p.m.
Two Specials Two Jackpots
Handicapped Accessible* Snacks Available




4:30 PM Sat. 6:30 PM Sat.. 8:00 AM Sun. 10:00 AM Sun. 11:30 AM Sun.
Barb Borer Al & SueReinhart  Jim Immele Carole Zimmerman Ruthann Stultz
Bernie Steinmetz John Brewer Joanne McGinnis  Ron Ruffing Diane Smith
Barb Borer Allen Reinhart Jim Immele Bernard Hohman Ruthann Stultz
Kim Lucius Lenlllig Harold Shultz Martha Hohman Connie Saxton
Mike Durso Sheila Jeffrey Jack Houck Carole Zimmerman Brian Saxton
Kate Durso TheresaMartorana  Joanne McGinnis  Marilyn Gangluff Jeanne Tackett
Ann Jones Rose Gaietto BernieWillman  Denny Foos Beth Mullen
Ashley Reinhart Jim Peer Pam Kelbley Patrick Mullen
*Paul DeRose *Russell Martorana  *Darl Elchert *Don Corthell *John Boehler
Doug Kuhn Delbert Schank Daryl Moyer Tony Distel Bob Wagner
Tim Harper Jon Fuller Jerry Snyder Tom Gerschutz Gary Smith
Edward Kimmet
Abby Huffman Matthew Raufer Nicole Hoover Meghan Dodson Tiffany Bell
Chrissy Huffman Melinda Raufer Kimberly Hoover ~ Mary Elizabeth Felton Melissa Keefe
Shannon Magers Daniel Rauger Ashley Hopple Melissa Kelbley

ST. MARY WEB SITE: Would you like to be a sponsor of
the St. Mary Web Site? Contact Tom Fretz at the =
parish office or leave an email at the web site for E%_”ﬂ
more details. Your sponsorship of our web Site yisjtus
will help defray it's cost as well as help the church. onthe Web

ATTENTION LECTORS: The lector workbook for the
upcoming new liturgical year is now available. This book
contains the updated language of the readings and is a great
resource for your ministry. This is a highly recommended
book by our parish as well as the diocese. Please contact the
parish office for your copy or order online at
www.stmarychurch.com.

OUR LADY OF THE PINESRETREAT CENTER: Chil-
dren and Teens...Dealing with Grief...The Divorce Process,
Wed., Oct. 1, 6:30 - 9 p.m., sponsored by Catholic Charities.
This workshop is designed to provide information to family
members, caregivers, home/hospital visitors, Eucharistic min-
isters, parish nurses, befrienders and other parish volunteers
to help children and teens deal with grief. A special session
will focus on children and teens surviving the divorce proc-
ess. Presenters will be Jan Baden, Director of the Family
Grief Center and Louis Cocchiarella, Executive Director of
Catholic Charities. To register, please call Sue Burks at 800-
926-8277, ext. 410. Registration deadlineis Fri., Sept., 26.

ATTICA K OF C HALL: All you can eat fish fry, Fri., Oct.
3, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., $6.50/adults, $3.00/children, fish, potato,
cole slaw, apple sauce, bread. Carry outs available.

2003 MEMORY WALK: The Alzheimer’'s Assoc. of North-
west Ohio Chapter’s 5th Annual Tiffin Area Memory Walk
will be held Sat., Sept. 27 in Hedges-Boyer Park. Families,
caregivers and community members will walk a one-mile
path in the park to raise awareness of Alzheimer’'s disease.
The Memory Walk also raises funds for the Alzheimer’s edu-
cation and support programs. The Alzheimer’s Assoc. assists
people who are experiencing memory loss and their caregiv-
ers, and offers training programs for professional caregivers.

OUR LADY OF THE PINES RETREAT CENTER:
“Toast the Trees - An Evening for Couples,” Tues., Oct. 14,
$50.00 per couple. Thisisan evening for couplesto relax and
enjoy hors d@euvres, a candlelight dinner, an inspirational
talk, and night prayers. Father Michael Madden will give the
talk “Tender Fires.” Call the retreat center for reservations at
419-332-6522.

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, FINDLAY will be
offering an education series for the ongoing formation of
adults. Sessions will be held on the first Monday of each
month Oct. through June. The sessions will be held in the
Activity Center from 7 - 9 p.m. Participants may attend one,
severa or al sessions. There is no fee for attending, how-
ever, we ask that participants call the parish office by the Fri-
day before a session is scheduled to register at 419-422-2646.
The following are the schedul e of sessions:

Oct.6 “Creed & Eschatology, The Last Things’
Nov. 3 “Liturgical Year”

Dec.1 “ Sacramental Theology”

Jan.5 *“Introduction to Scripture”

Feb.2 “Introduction to Liturgy”

Mar.1 “Introto Prayer & Spirituality”

Apr.5 “Triduum’

May 3 “Introduction to Church”

June7 “ What doesit mean to be Saved”

LOOKING FOR AN AUTUMN GETAWAY WHERE
YOU CAN GET CLOSER TO THE ONE YOU LOVE?
You can do that on a Worldwide marriage Encounter week-
end! Marriage Encounter is 44 hours where married couples
can get away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones-and focus
only on each other. The next Marriage Encounter
’ weekend is September 26-28 at the Spiritual
@@ Center of Maria Stein in Maria Stein, OH. A
quick response is encouraged. For more infor-
mation or to register, contact John & Marge

Greve at 419-968-2947 or by e-mail at grevehse@bright.net.




