TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Dear Friends,

| think it was about six or seven yearsthat | used to have a
cup of coffee (decaffeinated) after early morning Mass before
| went off to teach in the parish high school. While drinking
the coffee | would also try to catch a few minutes of the
“Today Show” on TV. | recall well one wintry morning |
was sipping away while watching the TV when a specia
medical segment came on. During a portion of the program,
news of recent medical discoveries was aired. On this par-
ticular day the correspondent was interviewing a doctor who
had just made the recent discovery that decaffeinated coffee
was a possible cause of cancer. | choked. Oh, not again! A
year before | gave up bacon, because it could cause cancer.
Then | gave up grilled hamburgers, because the charcoal
somehow caused cancer. Then | heard that the sweetenersin
diet pop caused cancer, so then they went. When | heard that
scotch whiskey could cause cancer | said, “Forget it!”

I’m sure you' ve heard someone complain that it seems to
be only the things we really enjoy which cause cancer. Those
items which made us sick as kids like lima beans and spinach
are redlly the things which are good for us now! It seems so
mixed up, doesn't it?

On a moral plane I’'ve often heard people say that the
things we really enjoy in life are those things which are de-
clared to be sinful. “If only such-and-such weren't a sin, I'd
really have the time of my lifel”

Often the media will tell us that something will cause can-
cer, but fail to tell us that the health danger lies in the fact
that the foods have to be eaten in massive quantities. If that
were to be mentioned, the story really wouldn’t be newswor-
thy, would it? After all, everyone already knows that.

When it comes to the moral plane, something of an analo-
gous observation can be made. Contrary to what some may
believe, all those things which are enjoyable are not necessar-
ily sinful. As | have mentioned before, a lot depends upon
the circumstances. But at the same time, quantity can make a
difference. For example, drinking alcohol is not really a sin-
ful thing at all. Even Jesus took the opportunity to perform a
miracle to make a wedding feast. The sinfulness with drink-
ing alcohol comes when we imbibe so much that our ability
to act in a human manner is impaired. Our ability to choose
freely must always be maintained, and we have no right to
give up at any moment our need to act freely.

When it comes to games of chance too, sinfulness enters
the picture when we risk our money to the point that losing it
can cause damage to ourselves, our family and others who
depend upon it for life's necessities.

Both as individuals and as a parish community we have a
responsibility to consider the fact that God has given us so
many good things to enjoy in life. He wants us to have fun.
Everything has to be enjoyed, though, in the proper manner.
As a parish, it's important for us to have fun together and
welcome others into our enjoyment. It's important that we
do so, though, in a way that builds us and others up so that
we can become even more wholesome. The same is true as
individuals.

I’m glad we Catholics are known as fun people!

Love,

Fr. Dave

Schedule of Liturgies

September 27 - October 5, 2003
SATURDAY, September 27, Vigil: 26th Ordinary Sunday

4:30 PM Allen & Lucille Keller; Lawrence Fleck;
Kendra & Brian Hammer;
Michaelina Paulus

6:30 PM Liv./Dec’d of Longo Family; Liv./Dec’d

of Ledwedge Family; Rosemary Y andura
SUNDAY, September 28, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM Ruth Schreiner
10:00 AM Joseph & Sonia Gaietto; Adam Perng;
Dick Theis; Theresa Sheeley
11:30 AM St. Mary Parish Family

MONDAY, September 29, Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael,
archangels
7:00 AM Massat St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM Hubert & Dorothy Elchert; Paul West
TUESDAY, September 30, Jerome, priest, doctor

6:30 AM Communion Service
8:30 AM Michaelina Paulus
4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent

WEDNESDAY, October 1, Therese of the Child Jesus,
virgin, doctor
7:00 AM Massat St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM Liv./Dec’d Clement & Clara Falter Fam.
THURSDAY, October 2, Guardian Angels

6:30 AM Communion Service
8:30 AM Michaelina Paulus
4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent

FRIDAY, October 3, Weekday
7:00 AM Mass at St. Francis Convent
8:30 AM Barb Somers
SATURDAY, October 4, Vigil: 27th Ordinary Sunday

1:30 PM Thomas Tesnow/Laura Kopp Wedding

4:30 PM Regina Bogner; Dominic Aiello;
James Jacob; Geo Steinmetz

6:30 PM Eugene Lucius

SUNDAY, October 5, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM George & Marcella Pahl; Gilbert Hoover;
Joseph T. Simmons, Jr.
10:00 AM Evelyn Ward
11:30 AM St. Mary Parish Family

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEWLY BAPTISED,
Koryn Danielle Morlock, Braeden Paul Elchert,
Brian Todd Edmond and Ariana Mackenzie
Hernandez. We pray that the parish family will
assist their parents as they guide them along the |
path of faith. '

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD, 10 am. Mass
on the first three Sundays of the month.

ROSARY FOR WORLD PEACE: Saturday, 9 am.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: St. Mary, midnight Mon-
day through midnight Tuesday; St. Joseph, midnight Tuesday
through midnight Wednesday.

TIFFIN PRAYER GROUP: Meets every Thursday at 7:45
p.m., in private homes. Call Walter Beat at 419-447-1174 for
any prayer requests or for the location of the gathering.
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BINGO WORKERS for today, September 28: Coordina-
tor, Donna Burkart; Gate, Donna Burkart, Lisa Russell; In-
stants, Doug Wilhelm, Buzz Russell; Floor, Dan Burkart, Jim
Huffmon, Kathy Huffmon; Concessions, Marsha Marinis

MIXED & WOMEN’S CHOIR: Rehearsals for mixed choir
are Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. and rehearsals for women’s choir
are Wednesdays at 9:30 am. If you are currently not in-
volved with the choir but are interested in joining, please
come to rehearsal or call the parish office.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS for g.uﬁ‘ﬁj'
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, will % §§, ﬁ?
take place Fri., Oct. 3, in the courtyard. LB = b =3 I
SORROWFUL MOTHER SHRINE is currently selling two
different designed Christmas ornaments by Jack S. Chase.
These beautiful pieces of art are both individually unique rep-
resenting the Sorrowful Mother in the Italian Shrine and the
Precious Blood Grotto representing the Madonna of the Pre-
cious Blood and St. Gaspar del Bufalo. These ornaments
would also make nice sun catchers and perfect gifts. The pro-
ceeds support the Sorrowful Mother Shrine and go for $20.00
each or two for $35.00. To purchase, visit the gift shop daily 9
am. - 5p.m. on St. Rt. 269, Bellevue, Ohio.

“THEOLOGY ON TAP”: Thisevangelization program for
young adults is coming to Tiffin. The introductory session is
scheduled to meet 6 p.m., Oct. 1, at the Knights of Columbus.
A brief presentation on some theological or spiritual issues of
interest will be discussed while enjoying food and drinks and
one another’s company. Ages 18 - 35 welcome. For more
information contact Rebecca Snyder at 419-447-3978.
CONGRATULATIONS to Larry & Carol Shook

on their 40th wedding anniversary today! w

NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL is
sponsoring a free 9 week education program designed to fos-
ter learning, healing and empowerment among families of
children with emotional/mental/neurobiological disorders.
Topics covered include: understanding your child’s diagnosis;
developing family coping skills; counseling and therapy;
medications; special educational needs; juvenile justice and
child protection agencies; local support and advocacy for your
child/grandchild. Meetings will be held on Thursdays, begin-
ning Sept. 25, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Community Hospice meeting
room, 181 E. Perry Street, Tiffin. Registration isrequired by
calling NAMI 419-334-8021 or 1-800-582-8889.

Sacrificial Giving — September 21, 2003

Description Amt. Env.
Amt. Needed Each Sunday $ 13,000.00

Sunday Offering $ 8,613.68 416
(Includes loose money/checks $740.68)

Difference - $ 4,386.32
Repair & Maintenance $ 51.00 4
Deposit $ 8,664.68
Catholic University of America  $ 45.00 4
High School Offering $ 14.75 16
Children’s Offering $ 30.41 40
Tuition Assistance $ 70.00 2
Total Sunday $ 8,824.84

“52" Club Winners

1) Marjorie A. Everhart
2) Allie Allman 4) Larry & Sue Stephens
3) Ann Kelbley 5) Charles Rohrbach

ISYOUR MARRIAGE BREAKING YOUR HEART? On
the weekend of October 3 - 5, the Retrouvaille Program will
begin working with a new group of couples that want to re-
build their troubled marriages. Retrouvaille is a program
which offers help to couples who live in the pain of atroubled
marriage. This program is for married couples

that are: anxious about their marriage relation- v

ship, aone or distant from their partner, disil-
lusioned or bored in their marriage. Without
the time or desire to communicate, experienc-
ing coldness or conflict, frustrated, hurt or an-
gry with their partner. If your marriage needs refocusing, you
can learn more about the program by calling 1-800-470-2330
or log on to www.retrouvaille.org.

CALVERT FIRST FRIDAY BREAKFAST: On Fri., Oct.
3, the Spiritual Boosters of Calvert are sponsoring First Fri-
day Breakfast. Beginning at 6:30 am., a home cooked break-
fast buffet will be offered in Calvert’ s cafeteria free of charge.
At 7 am., Fr. Jim Halleron will speak on the power of prayer.
Afterward, he will invite all to the chapel where one of Cal-
vert's students will lead a teen reflection, followed by the
beginning of Eucharistic Adoration with dismissal by 7:45.
This is a great opportunity for families to join their teen in
faith and still make it to school or work before 8 am. For
more information, call Catherine Gase 419-447-9074.

SCAT DRIVERSfor Oct. 5 are Joseph
Buckley & Barb Kuhn.

FUNERAL LUNCH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER: Cap-
tains, Jim & Birdie Zimmerman; Co-captain, Iretha Werling.

PHILLIPSELECTRIC APPLIANCE CEN-
TER

We Service All name Brands

REFRIGERATORS, FREEZER, TRASH
COMPACTORS, WASHERS-DRYERS, DISHWASHERS
MICROWAVES, AIR CONDITIONERS, RANGES

TOM PHILLIPS JIM PHILLIPS

Thank you to our Sponsor of the Week

OUR LADY OF CONSOLATION CHURCH, CAREY,
invites you to attend the Transitus on Fri., Oct. 3. A solemn
remembrance of Francis of Assisi’s passing from death to
eternal life will be observed in the Original Shrine Church at
7 p.m. A reception will follow in the Shrine cafeteria.

ST. MARY SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB

Sunday Night
...in the Recreation Room of St. Mary School
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early birds at 6:30 p.m.
Two Specials Two Jackpots
Handicapped Accessible* Snacks Available




4:30 PM Sat.

Marguerite Bernard
Marguerite Bernard

Marguerite Bernard
Birdie Zimmerman
Joyce Hart

Jenny Steyer

Anne Steinmetz
Bernie Steinmetz

*Ken Kuhn
Jim Zimmerman
Paul DeRose

Danielle Reino
AngelaReino
Rachel Martin

6:30 PM Sat.. 8:00 AM Sun. 10:00 AM Sun. 11:30 AM Sun.
Phil Horn Pat Depinet Carole Zimmerman Heather Martin
Sue Krauss Wanda Mills Sr. Margaret Slowick  Alma Frankforther
Phillip Horn Pat Depinet Mickey Dininger Ruthann Stultz
Sue Krauss Margaret Hoyda  Deb Gerschutz Connie Saxton
Kim Birch Don Schalk Paula Perna Brian Saxton
Suzy Smith Alvin Ringlein Mark Zimmerman Jeanne Tackett
Dean Smith Carol Ringlein Cheryl Huss Beth Mullen
Anne Anway Louise Ducsay Patrick Mullen
*Mariann Aiello *Bob Schilling *Roland Zimmerman  *Lynda Smith
Duane Schank John Borer Tony Steyer Mike Hayes
Russell Martorana  Darl Elchert Don Corthell John Boehler
Tony Distel
Amber Somers Michelle Sikora ~ Sarah Gruss Josh Englehart
Kendra Cornwell Amy Nitecki Katie Gruss Ryan Kommick
Brianna Hronek Sara Kimmet Caitlin Dutro Aaron Mass

ST. MARY WEB SITE: Would you like to be a sponsor of
the St. Mary Web Site? Contact Tom Fretz at the =
parish office or leave an email at the web site for @
more details. Your sponsorship of our web Site yisjtus
will help defray it’s cost as well as help the church. onthe Web

ATTENTION LECTORS: The lector workbook for the
upcoming new liturgical year is now available. This book
contains the updated language of the readings and is a great
resource for your ministry. This is a highly recommended
book by our parish as well as the diocese. Please contact the
parish office for your copy or order online at
www.stmarychurch.com.

ST. FRANCIS HEALTH CARE CENTRE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY CELEBRATION: 10am.-5:30 p.m., Sat. Oct.
4, open house, tours, refreshments, entertain-
ment. Masswill be held at 4 p.m. in Holy Fam-
ily Chapel. Patients, residents and families af-
filiated with the Centre in the last 50 years are
invited to stop by and visit, tour and reacquaint themselves
with familiar faces and check out the changes to the facilities.

OUR LADY OF THE PINESRETREAT CENTER: Chil-
dren and Teens...Dealing with Grief...The Divorce Process,
Wed., Oct. 1, 6:30 - 9 p.m., sponsored by Catholic Charities.
This workshop is designed to provide information to family
members, caregivers, home/hospital visitors, Eucharistic min-
isters, parish nurses, befrienders and other parish
volunteers to help children and teens deal with
grief. A special session will focus on children and
teens surviving the divorce process. Presenters will
be Jan Baden, Director of the Family Grief Center
and Louis Cocchiarella, Executive Director of
Catholic Charities. To register, please call Sue Burks at 800-
926-8277, ext. 410. Registration deadlineis Fri., Sept., 26.

ATTICA K OF C HALL: All you can eat fish fry, Fri., Oct.
3, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., $6.50/adults, $3.00/children, fish, potato,
cole slaw, apple sauce, bread. Carry outs available.

GRIEVING

OUR LADY OF THE PINES RETREAT CENTER:
“Toast the Trees - An Evening for Couples,” Tues., Oct. 14,
$50.00 per couple. Thisisan evening for couplesto relax and
enjoy hors d@euvres, a candlelight dinner, an inspirational
talk, and night prayers. Father Michael Madden will give the
talk “Tender Fires.” Call the retreat center for reservations at
419-332-6522.

SACRED HEART HOME - LITTLE SISTERS OF THE
POOR would like to thank St. Mary parishioners for their
generous donations totaling $1,997.72. This support enables
them to continue their work of caring for God's elderly and
promoting respect for their dignity. Your charitable giving
was greatly appreciated.

HOSPITALITY SUNDAY will begin next

weekend. Donuts and coffee will be served in the

cafeteria after the 8 and 10 am. Masses. Also, the . ™
Parish Nurse will be on hand to take blood pres- “4 ?
suresin church after all Sunday Masses. S

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, FINDLAY will be
offering an education series for the ongoing formation of
adults. Sessions will be held on the first Monday of each
month Oct. through June. The sessions will be held in the
Activity Center from 7 - 9 p.m. Participants may attend one,
severa or al sessions. There is no fee for attending, how-
ever, we ask that participants call the parish office by the Fri-
day before a session is scheduled to register at 419-422-2646.
The following are the schedul e of sessions:

Oct.6 “Creed & Eschatology, The Last Things’

Nov. 3 * Liturgical Year” vvwvvwvww
Dec.1 “ Sacramental Theology” e 5
Jan.5 “Introduction to Scripture” ==

Feb. 2 “Introduction to Liturgy”

iR
<THE-

Mar.1 “Introto Prayer & Spirituality”

Apr.5 “Triduunm’
May 3 “Introduction to Church” IJJ H |]
June7 “What doesit mean to be Saved” 4Asss44aa



