
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

        Schedule of L iturgies  
         December 13 - December 21, 2003 

SATURDAY, December 13, Vigil: 3rd Sunday of Advent 
     4:30 PM          Holly Gongwer; Regina Bogner;  
  Dec’d  of the William Kowpak & Anthony  
  Falter Families; Michaelina Paulus; 
  Dec’d members of Latona Family 
     6:30 PM          Neenan-Wolter Family; Johnny Elchert; 
  Family of M/M Timothy Downey; 
  Norbert & Apolonia Yandura 
SUNDAY, December 14, Third Sunday of Advent 
     8:00 AM George & Marcella Pahl; Evelyn Ward; 
  Robert T. “Shorty”  Lauterbur; 
  George E. Hoffman, Jr. 
   10:00 AM  St. Mary Parish Family 
   11:30 AM         Charles & Gertrude Schell; Pauline Boehler 
MONDAY, December 15, Advent Weekday 
     7:00 AM Mass at St. Francis Convent 
     8:30 AM Hubert & Dorothy Elchert; 
  Nadya Kasuga Brock 
TUESDAY, December 16, Advent Weekday 
     6:30 AM         Communion Service  
     8:30 AM         Larry Baumgartner; Regina Bogner; 
  John & Hazel Engeman; Paul Elchert, Sr.; 
  Ralph & Mary Frances Brown 
     4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent 
WEDNESDAY, December 17, Late Advent Weekday 
     7:00 AM Mass at St. Francis Convent 
     8:30 AM Dec’d of Albert & Elizabeth Ranker Family 
  Franklyn Ambrose 
THURSDAY, December 18, Late Advent Weekday  
     6:30 AM Communion Service 
     8:30 AM John & Eleanor Kasza 
     4:30 PM Mass at St. Francis Convent      
FRIDAY, December 19, Late Advent Weekday 
     7:00 AM Mass at St. Francis Convent 
     8:30 AM          John & Mike Zablocki 
SATURDAY, December 20, Vigil: 4th Sunday of Advent 
     1:30 PM William Beaston/Anjanette Beard Wedding 
     4:30 PM  Luke Wise; John Panuto; James Jacob; 
  Timothy Renninger; Dolores Weinandy; 
  Richard Unser Family 
     6:30 PM       Paul Schafer; Donna Dodson;  
  Pauline Schumaker 
SUNDAY, December 21, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
     8:00 AM     Doris Heminger; Joseph T. Simmons, Jr.; 
  Dec’d of Eichhorn & Stefanelli Family; 
   10:00 AM        Virginia Welter; Dale Mareches; Liv./Dec’d 
  of Felter-Rohrbach-Distel Families; 
  Tom & Mary Alice Marinis; 
  Richard & Wilma Weinandy; 
  John Davidson - Pearl Jacoby 
   11:30 AM  St. Mary Parish Family 

ROSARY FOR WORLD PEACE: Saturday, 9 a.m. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:  St. Mary, midnight Mon-
day through midnight Tuesday; St. Joseph, midnight Tuesday 
through midnight Wednesday. 
 
TIFFIN PRAYER GROUP:  Meets every Thursday at 7:45 
p.m., in private homes.  Call Walter Beat at 419-447-1174 for 

Dear Friends, 
 
     In a issue of Commonweal (Nov. 8, 2002), I came across 
this marvelous poem written by Evelyn Mattern that may 
offer inspiration to you, as it did to me. 
 
          You sleep deeply in your  mother ’ s arms 
          in the front row of the small stone church 
          far  and not far  from the center  of things. 
          in a few minutes cold water will str ike 
          your  forehead and disturb your  slumber . 
 
          This jolt welcomes you to the company 
          of children pulling at parental sleeves 
          in hope of ear ly exit for  the game, 
          the teenager  with cur led lip, one half 
          the couple who will file for  divorce 
          tomorrow, the father  of three who has lost 
          his job, and the old woman in the back pew 
          who needs to sit near  the bathroom. 
 
          Your  unsuspecting parents sit 
          under  the window where the angel 
          chases Adam and Eve out 
          of the ruby and emerald garden 
          and down a stony path.  No doubt 
          this holy water  is meant to smooth 
          the stones, carpet them with saving moss, 
          and provide dr inking fountains along the way. 
 
          I t may. 
          I t does enlist companions on the path. 
          But the water  falls on flesh 
          so willfulness will turn 
          and turn again 
          to tread on the or iginal and jagged pain. 
 
     What strikes me about this poem, and what makes it so 
fantastically beautiful, is that it vividly inserts the ordinary 
day-to-day elements of being a very human, Catholic Chris-
tian into such a noble context.  It seems to illustrate the no-
tion that we preach the ideal but live in the real. 
     Baptism removes original sin and weds us to a community 
of faith, but the grace that is offered builds upon nature.  In 
other words, it is our responsibility to receive this gift and 
develop it.  What a wonderful donation we have received 
from the Almighty!  Perhaps pondering the many baptisms 
we have celebrated, we might be tempted to consider also 
how we have used that gift of faith we have received. 
             
   Love, 
 
 
    Fr. Dave   

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS go out to 
the family and friends of Pauline Boehler (77), 
Robert G. Bean, Jr., (89), George Walter 
Mattson (66), and Evelyn E. Stone (90), who 
died recently.  We pray that the bereaved may 
find comfort as the soul of their loved one enters 
the peace of Eternal Life.  



DECEMBER 14,  2003    Vol. 12, No. 49  

“ 52”  Club Winners  
1)  Daniel Bain 

   2)  Rosemary Taylor           4)  Mary E. Kennedy Family 
   3)  James C. Wilson DDS   5)  Bradley Leonwich 
 

Sacr ificial Giving — December 7, 2003 
Descr iption         Amt.        Env. 
Amt. Needed Each Sunday  $  13,000.00 
Sunday  Offering     $  13,274.06 495
(Includes loose money/checks $847.06) 
Difference     +  $       274.06      
Christmas    $         55.00     2 
Immaculate Conception   $       228.00   34 
New Year’s Day    $         40.00     4 
Repairs & Maintenance   $       286.00     21 
Deposit      $  13,883.06 
Religious Retirement Fund  $       141.00     7 
High School Offering     $         22.75   20 
Children’s Offering    $         61.65   75 
Tuition Assistance   $         57.00     6 
Total Sunday     $  14,165.46  

ST. MARY SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB  

Sunday Night   � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � 
...in the Recreation Room of St. Mary School  

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.   Early birds at 6:30 p.m. 
Two Specials    Two Jackpots  

Handicapped Accessible *  Snacks Available  

Thank You to our  Sponsor of the Week  

CF PROFESSIONALS INC 
Financial Services 

GARY O. GRUSS 
419-448-8444 

BINGO WORKERS for today, December 14:  Coordinator, 
Phyllis Hayes; Gate, Marguerite Bernard, Nick Collet, Phyllis 
Hayes; Instants, Nancy Warnement, Randy Hunt, Marge 
Granata; Floor, Janet Coffman, Tammy Jo Emshoff, Steve 
Goshe; Concession, Ruth Laibe 

SCAT DRIVERS for Dec. 21 are Dennis & Carol Scherger. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL will still be collecting canned 
food, blankets, personal hygiene and household products as 
well as cash donations.  A substantial amount of cash dona-
tions will be needed to compensate for the gift certificates that 
will be given in lieu of home delivery to many.  We will be 
collecting donations in the church until December 22.  St. 
Vincent distribution will be December 23 to all families re-
ceiving a card.   Thank you for your generosity in helping the 
needy families for the Christmas season. 

MASS FOR SHUT-INS:  At times, the Mass for shut-ins 
may not appear.  Due to time constraints, it is sometimes dif-
ficult to produce this video.  We are trying our best to keep 
this program going and will continue to do so.  This is a cour-
tesy of St. Mary that we provide to our homebound parishion-
ers.  Time Warner Cable is not associated with it’s production 
nor it’s ability to be rebroadcast.  

HYMNAL DONATION ENVELOPES will continue to be 
available in the pews, vestibule and sacristy of the church. 
They will also be available in the parish and school offices.  
Please consider purchasing a new hymnal in commemoration 
of your loved one, living or deceased. 

PARISH PENANCE SERVICE for Advent will be on Sun-
day, December 14 at 4:00 p.m.  Please come and celebrate the 
sacrament of reconciliation in this time of preparation. 

LECTOR, EUCHARISTIC MINISTER, SERVER OR 
USHER sign up sheets for Christmas Masses are available in 
the vestibule of the church.  Please sign up if you are inter-
ested in participating at these Masses at St. Mary. 

SIGN LANGUAGE MASSES FOR THE HEARING   
IMPAIRED:  St. Mary is offering sign lan-
guage Masses on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month at the 4:30 p.m. Mass.  Beth Swecker is  
the sign interpreter. For any information, please 
contact the parish office 419-447-2087. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD, 
10 a.m. Mass on the first, second and fourth 
Sunday of December. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEWLY BAPTISED, 
Jenna Nicole Schank.  We pray that the parish family will 
assist her parents as they guide her along the path of faith. 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL SCHOOL RAFFLE ticket sale is 
now underway.  Tickets are $10 each and only 
300 tickets will be sold.  The winner receives free 
tuition for 2004/05 at your choice of St. Mary, St. 
Joseph or Calvert.  The free tuition must be used 
for the 2004/05 year.  The drawing will be held 
April 17.  You can purchase your ticket(s) at any 

of the three schools or St. Joseph Guardian House. 

CALVERT HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAM will 
present “A Christmas Concert”  at 7:30 p.m., Sun., Dec. 14,  at 
St. Mary Church.  The concert will feature the Calvert Con-
cert Choir, “Seneca Soundwave”  Show Choir and the Calvert 
Band who will perform holiday music.  Admission is free to 
the public.  Any questions, call Calvert High School Office 
419-447-3844. 

BISHOP LEONARD BLAIR will celebrate evening prayer 
for all people of the Tiffin Deanery, 7 p.m., Wed., Dec. 17, at 
St. Michael East Parish, Findlay.  Please come and meet our 
new Bishop at a reception following the service.  The church 
is located on Bright Road; Turn left at the Speedway Gas Sta-
tion off US 224. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS/DECORATIONS:  Parishioners 
who would like to contribute to our decorating in memory of 
a loved one are encouraged to do so by Dec. 15.  We will list 
all the donors in our Christmas bulletin.  The suggested 
amount is $7.  Use the envelope in your packet or use your 
own envelope and drop in the collection basket.   
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ST. M ICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL, FINDLAY, will be 
offering an education series for the ongoing formation of 
adults.  Sessions will be on the first Monday of each month, 
Oct. through June.  The sessions will be in the Activity Center 
from 7 - 9 p.m.  Participants may attend one, several or all 
sessions.  There is no fee for attending; however, we ask that 
participants call the parish office by the Friday before a ses-
sion is scheduled to register at 419-422-2646. 
The following are the schedule of sessions: 
 
Jan.  5 “ Introduction to Scripture”  
Feb. 2 “ Introduction to Liturgy”  
Mar. 1 “ Intro to Prayer & Spirituality”  
Apr. 5 “ Triduum”  
May 3 “ Introduction to Church”  
June 7 “ What does it mean to be Saved”  

4:30 PM Sat.  6:30 PM Sat.  8:00 AM Sun.  10:00 AM Sun.  11:30 AM Sun.  

Elizabeth Rochester Phil Horn Ruth Bowman Carole Zimmerman Ruthann Stultz 

Marguerite Bernard Lois Palau Wanda Mills Sr. Margaret Jeanne Tackett 

*Thomas Bell 
*Elizabeth Rochester 
John Brewer 
Ruth Laibe 
Kim Lucius 
Helen Mullins 
Susan Murphy 
Anne Steinmetz 
Jenny Steyer 

*Phillip Horn 
Allen Reinhart 
Robert Bland 
Rose Gaietto 
Len Illig 
Sheila Jeffery 
Sue Krauss 
Theresa Martorana 
Ashley Reinhart 
Dean Smith 
Suzy Smith 

*Ruth Bowman 
*Jim Immele 
Brian Coleman 
Matt Coleman 
Nancy Kiser 
Juanita Magers 
Joanne McGinnis 
Pat Schilling 
Bernie Willman 
John Willman 

*Carole Zimmerman 
Mickey Dininger 
Louise Ducsay 
Deb Gerschutz 
Cheryl Huss 
Pam Kelbley 
Bev Martin 
Paula Perna 
Bernie Steinmetz 
Mark Zimmerman 

*Ruthann Stultz 
Jeanne Brickner 
Julie Brickner 
George Fretz 
Kayleen Fretz 
Michael Canton 
Meg Smith 
TJ Chmielewski 
Virginia Miletti 
Wanda Mills 

*Ken Kuhn 
Jim Zimmerman 
Paul DeRose 

*Jon Fuller 
Mariann Aiello 
Duane Schank 

*Jerry Snyder 
Bob Schilling 
John Borer 

*Tony Distel 
Tom Gerschutz 
Edward Kimmet 
Dick Gabel 

*Gary Smith 
Lynda Smith 
Mike Hayes 

Lauren Smith 
Matt Harper 
Katelyn Murphy 

Trey Gase 
Jessie Gase 
Nicholas Saxton 

Luke Florence 
Josh Florence 
Morgan Anway 

Lindsay Dowler 
Jacob Dowler 
Kimberly Swartz 

Erica Martin 
Rachel Martin 
Becca Martin 

LIGHT UP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS: The fifth annual 
light display is now open to the public in Carey.  The display 
is entirely religious in nature, with the focal point being a life-

sized nativity scene on the grounds of Our 
Lady of Consolation’s 33-acre Shrine 
Park in Carey. The display runs through 
Dec. 26. Representatives of nine Carey 
churches bring the unique lighting show 
to the area.  The displays are open Mon-
day through Thursday 6 - 9:30 p.m., Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday 6 - 10 p.m.  
Proceeds from donations, $5.00 per car, 

will go to the Carey Ministerial Association to help the needy. 

TIFFIN K OF C BINGO:  Every Thurs. at K of C Hall, 49 
E. Perry St.  Doors open at 5:30 p.m.  Early birds at 6:30 p.m. 
Proceeds to benefit the Ritz Theatre. 

BROKEN ROSARY?  Our deacon, Bob Hartzell, will repair 
broken rosaries at no cost to you.  Place them in an envelope 
with Bob’s name on it, as well as your name, address and 
phone number.  Please drop in the collection basket or bring 
to the parish office.   You can also drop the rosaries off at Mr. 
Hartzell’ s home at 313 Wentz Street, Tiffin, or call him at 
447-0448 with any questions.  Bob also has rosaries and 
scapulars available at no charge. 

CATHOLIC IDENTITY will be offered on Saturdays start-
ing on January 17, 2004, at St. Michael’s Parish in Findlay.  
Catholic Identity is a basic overview of the Catholic faith in-
corporating prayer and reflection for lay people who are inter-
ested in deepening their faith.  For more information, contact 
the Diocese of Toledo at 419-244-6711, ext. 515 or check the 
web under Adult Formation at www.toledodiocese-spl.org. 

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP will meet 7 p.m., 
Thurs., Dec. 11, St. Francis Home multipurpose room.  The 
topic will be Holiday Stress Relief.  Jill O’Conner, an activity 
professional for St. Francis Home’s Chiara Center, will pre-
sent the topic.  Support group meetings are open to the public.  
For more information contact JoAnn Didion, 419-447-2723. 

SOARING SOLO:  The Solo Group is an area fellowship 
group for adult singles of all ages and faiths.  Divorced, wid-
owed, always single or persons ending a 
relationship are welcome.  Programs and 
discussions usually last about an hour with a 
social time and refreshments afterwards.  
Dress is casual and meetings are informal.  
The group meets every Saturday night at 8 
p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 96 S. Monroe St, Tiffin. 


